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Abstract

Individualized approaches toward particular demands make a car more joyful and enticing. We brought this concept
to life by developing the AZ-1, an “exciting micro-coupe” which exudes distinctive characteristics. The AZ-1’s quick
steering, 2-seater-mid-engine layout, and low-gravity design realize a thrilling road performance, a wedge-shaped &
low-body structure, first-in-class gull-wing doors and a sleek, curved-glass canopy. In addition to a playful styling and
an energetic cabin, safety measures that support all other features were also an AZ-1 development theme. In this

paper we introduce the development aim and product features of this model.

Key Word : AZ-1, Gullwing, Plastic Exterior Panel
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Abstract

An invitation to a moving experience. A pleasure to drive and to watch, a car we believe should be much more than
a mere machine. Especially a fun car should offer an exterior styling which delights people at a glance as well as
functions and an interior which say when you fit into the driver seat : “Let’s have fun today.” We gave life to these
concepts through the AZ-1 design. The AZ-1, with slashed, small, low body proportions and distinctive gull-wing
doors, can be recognized at first sight. Its tight interior space offers a comfortable but intense atmosphere. Crossing
AZ-1’s high threshold, snuggling into its low-mounted bucket seats ——these are ritual motions which are important
in preparing the driver for the burst of excitement to come.

Key word : Design (AZ-1)
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Abstract

This paper introduces the development process, structure and technical devices for each of three eye-catching

technologies that we adopted for the AZ-1 body :

(1) “high rigidity skeleton monocoque frame” to obtain a thrilling road performance as well as advanced safety

features, (2) “all plastic exterior panels” to realize a distinctive styling and a custom-tailored car, and (3) “gull-wing

doors” to achieve unique styling characteristics as well as ease of ingress and egress with a low body height.

Key Words : Skeleton monocoque frame, Gullwing, Plastic Exterior Panel
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Abstract

This paper describes the concepts, achievements and characteristics regarding the chassis for the Autozam AZ-1.

To realize AZ-1's “kart-like” handling and stability concepts, we made efforts to develop dynamic packaging as well

as quick and direct handling. We also strived to effectively utilize parts with proven market strengths as a crucial

development theme.

Key Words : AZ-1 Suspension System, Driveability, Packaging
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